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Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership
Unit 9 Drovers House, The Auction Yard, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9BZ
Email: shropshirehillsaonb@shropshire.gov.uk

Mr Tom Surrey
Land Use Division, Defra
Horizon House
Deanery Road
Bristol
BS1 5AH
17th November 2016

Dear Mr Surrey

Joint request to create a Conservation Board for the Shropshire Hills AONB
I am pleased to enclose letters from Shropshire Council and Telford & Wrekin Council, which
together with mine from the AONB Partnership comprise our joint formal request to Defra to
create a Conservation Board for the Shropshire Hills AONB. As you are aware, this results from a
detailed process over some months of looking at alternatives and developing a credible proposal,
as set out in the Business Case, which has now been formally supported by both our local
authorities at Cabinet level, and endorsed by the AONB Partnership on 15th November.
We are aware of the pressures on your department and some recent changes of staffing. I would
urge however that this is a proposal with long term benefits for the AONB, and hope that the
resource implications need not unduly influence Defra’s decision whether to proceed. Despite now
reaching this formal stage, we would like to continue to work with you to develop the proposal,
and as previously stated we would be keen to meet face to face with relevant staff to discuss it at
an appropriate point. We would also be very happy to provide further information or consider any
other aspects you think may not be adequately covered by the Business Case. In addition, our
Ludlow MP Philip Dunne has agreed to approach Lord Gardiner on our behalf to request a meeting
about the proposal.
I do look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely

James Williamson
Chair of Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership
Reilth Top, Bishops Moat, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5LL
01588 630666 07768 611391 james@williamsonharrison.co.uk

